


3 2 THE HANDA FOUNDATION  |

CONTENTS
WHO WE ARE4
ABOUT THE HANDA FOUNDATION6
PATRONS, ADVISORS, EXECUTIVE TEAM8
THE HANDA ACADEMY14
THE HANDA MODEL FARM18
THE HANDA MEDICAL CENTER20
THE HANDA TRAUMA CENTER22
OUR IMPACT24
PARTNERS26



5 4 THE HANDA FOUNDATION  |

WHO WE ARE

LETTER FROM DR HARUHISA HANDA, 
FOUNDER AND HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF THE HANDA FOUNDATION

From a very early age, I knew that helping the less fortunate 
would be a significant part of my life’s work. Over the past three 
decades, it has been both rewarding and inspirational to see the 
people of Cambodia rebuild their country after the devastation they 
experienced during a decade of war, disease and famine. Today, 
Cambodia is almost unrecognizable from the Cambodia I first 
visited almost 30 years ago.

When I founded The Handa Foundation in 2012, it was a natural 
progression from the work I had been and continue to be a part 
of in Phnom Penh - such as serving as the Chancellor of the 
University of Cambodia, serving as the Founder and Founding 
Board Member of the Sihanouk Hospital, and supporting various 
projects of the Cambodian Red Cross. The Handa Foundation has 
intentionally expanded into the more rural and impoverished areas 
of Cambodia, serving a population of people who continue to feel 
the lingering effects of war and poverty.

My heartfelt thanks go out to the people, both in and outside of 
Japan, who have supported the work of The Handa Foundation. 
The support we have received from the Cambodian Ministry of 
Health, the Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the current 
and former Provincial Governors of Battambang, as well as the 
Battambang Provincial Health Department – has been strong, 
consistent and deeply appreciated. I am also thankful for the staff 
and volunteers of The Handa Foundation throughout Southeast 
Asia who strive every day to deliver compassionate health care 
and lifechanging education to the people in the region who need it 
most.

In Australia, he received a 
distinguished service medal 
from the State of Western 
Australia, keys to the Cities 
of Perth and Swan, and an 
Honorary Citizenship in 
Melbourne.

Dr. Handa has founded and 
supports numerous not-for-
profit organizations throughout 
the world, and is actively 
involved in the development of 
many types of humanitarian 
and cultural programs. He 
serves as the Managing 
Director of B.C. Consulting 
Ltd and manages more than 
a dozen companies in Japan, 
Australia, and the United 
Kingdom. He is also an active 
author and has written more 
than 220 books that have 
been translated into seven 
languages.

Dr. Haruhisa Handa (a.k.a. 
Toshu Fukami) was born in 
1951. He attended Doshisha 
University in Kyoto where 
he received a degree in 
economics. He then went 
on to study with the Master 
Class at Musashino Academia 
Musicae where he graduated 
with a major in vocal music. 
He also earned a master’s 
degree in creative arts from the 
Western Australian Academy 
of Performing Arts at Edith 
Cowan University, West 
Australia, as well as a Ph.D. in 
Literature from the Academy 
of Arts & Design at Tsinghua 
University, China.

Apart from his scholarly 
pursuits, Dr. Handa has also 
been recognized in various 
countries for his long-standing 
commitment to public service. 
In Cambodia, he was conferred 
the title of Commander of the 
Royal Order of Sahametrei. 
In Japan, he received the 
Medal with Dark Blue Ribbon 
and serves as the Honorary 
Consul of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia in Fukuoka. He 
also won the Honorary Award 
of Contribution towards the 
Chinese Choral Enterprise. 

BIOGRAPHY
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ABOUT THE 
HANDA FOUNDATION

but in that short span of time they 

millions of people into an agrarian 

starvation, overwork and the spreading 

the regime, the brave people of 

meant that most had to start their 

Millions of unexploded landmines 

suffer from inadequate employment, 

Foundation operate in Cambodia, 

WHY CAMBODIA?

PROGRAMS OF THE HANDA FOUNDATION ARE INTENDED TO REFLECT THE 
FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

A visit from former Taoiseach Enda Kenny, 
a Patron of The Handa Foundation.
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GERLINDA LUCAS
Country Director - The Handa Foundation

KEVIN O’BRIEN
Executive Director - The Handa Foundation

Dr. Gerlinda Lucas is a career health care development specialist. After 
completing her medical degree at the Russian Friendship University in 
Moscow, she went on to do development work in Russia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Afghanistan and Cambodia. Her areas of expertise include 
working with youth and family, nutrition, maternal health, infectious 
diseases, community-based health care, women’s health and general 
hospital management. She was the first female doctor to be appointed 
as the executive director of one of the largest hospitals in Cambodia. She 
also holds a Diploma in International Health from the University of the 
Philippines, and provides management for the programs of The Handa 
Foundation in both Cambodia and around the Mekong Region.

Mr. Kevin O’Brien studied engineering at Northwestern University and 
business management at the University of California Los Angeles. During 
his career in the United States, he designed roller coasters at Disney 
Imagineering and aircraft interiors at Air France and Japan Airlines.
He later built and sold his own technology company, and served as an 
executive at a Fortune 500 security company. After 20 years in corporate 
America, he moved his family to Asia to focus on doing development 
work. Over the past 12 years, by working closely with Dr. Handa, he has 
developed financially sustainable not-for-profit businesses in Asia and 
Africa including three hospitals, eight medical centers, a nursing school, a 
farm, a children’s academy and a sports center.

A visit from Sir Tim Lankester, 
an Honorary Advisor to The Handa Foundation..

PATRONS

ENDA KENNY 
Patron of The Handa 
Foundation and former Irish 
politician of the Fine Gael 
party who served as Ireland’s 
Taoiseach (Prime Minister) 
from 2011 to 2017.

SIR JOHN KEY 
Patron of The Handa 
Foundation and former New 
Zealand politician who served 
as New Zealand’s Prime 
Minister from 2008 to 2016.

SIR TIM LANKESTER 
Honorary Advisor to The 
Handa Foundation, first 
economic private secretary 
to Mrs. Margaret Thatcher 
and Former President of 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, 
England.

ADVISORS

REVEREND ISHMAEL NOKO 
Advisor to The Handa 
Foundation, southern African 
Lutheran priest who was 
the General Secretary of the 
Lutheran World Federation from 
1994 to 2010.

LORD GEORGE CAREY 
Advisor to The Handa 
Foundation, retired Anglican 
bishop who was the Archbishop 
of Canterbury from 1991 
to 2002.

PROF. KATHERINE MARSHALL  
Advisor to The Handa Foundation, 
senior fellow at Georgetown 
University’s Berkley Center for 
Religion, Peace, and World Affairs 
and former advisor to the World 
Bank.

BARON PETER PIOT 
Advisor to The Handa 
Foundation, Director of the 
London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine, Founding 
Director of UNAIDS and Co-
Discoverer of the Ebola Virus.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MIDORI MIYAZAKI 
Founding Board Member, International Executive Director

NILESH PATEL 
Founding Board Member, Partner in UK Accounting Firm

KEVIN O’BRIEN 
Founding Board Member, Executive Director of The Handa Foundation

PATRONS, ADVISORS,
EXECUTIVE TEAM
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HANDA FOUNDATION 
IN ACTION

An event with Ambassador Senator 
Manny Pacquiao, Filipino politician and 

the only eight-division world champion in 
the history of boxing.

A visit from Patron Mr. Enda Kenny, 
former Prime Minister of Ireland.

A visit from Advisor Professor Katherine Marshall, 
Senior Fellow at Georgetown University and Senior 

Advisor to the World Bank.

A visit from actress Angelina Jolie, who has visited the A visit from Advisor Professor Barron Peter 
Piot, Director of the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
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HANDA FOUNDATION 
IN ACTION

A visit from Patron Sir John Key, 
former Prime Minister of New Zealand. 

A visit from Patron Sir John Key, 
former Prime Minister of New Zealand. 

A visit from Advisor Reverend Ishmael Noko, 
former General Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation.

A visit from actor Jackie Chan, 
who visited the Hospital as a 
representative of Unicef.
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ABOUT THE 
HANDA ACADEMY

THE HANDA FOUNDATION IS PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE CHANGE TAKING 
PLACE IN CAMBODIA. ITS AIM IS TO GIVE THE CHILDREN IN THE BATTAMBANG 
COMMUNITY THE TOOLS NECESSARY FOR WHOLISTIC GROWTH. THEREFORE, THE 
PROGRAMS OFFER ACTIVITIES THAT TARGET THREE MAIN AREAS:

Bodies 

Minds

Souls 
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THERE ARE A VARIETY OF OBSTACLES THAT 
PREVENT CHILDREN IN THE BATTAMBANG 
COMMUNITY FROM REACHING THEIR POTENTIAL. 

• MALNUTRITION:

 
 

• A HIGH DROPOUT RATE IN THE LOCAL SCHOOLS: 

 
 

that provide students with support and tutoring that 

• PROLIFIC MIGRANT LABOR:

 
 

ALL OF THE THA ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN BEEN CAREFULLY 
CONSIDERED AND PURPOSELY ALIGNED WITH MANY OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS’ “17 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS FOR 2030” IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE THE BENEFIT TO 
EACH OF THE CHILDREN IN THE PROGRAM.

PACTOUR

GOAL 1 : NO POVERTY

GOAL 2 : ZERO HUNGER

GOAL 3 : GOOD HEALTH

GOAL 4 : QUALITY EDUCATION

More than half of the Cambodian population is female, but only 

GOAL 5 : GENDER EQUALITY

GOAL 6 : DECENT WORK
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ABOUT THE 
HANDA MODEL FARM

farmers have been able to improve 

program has also helped more than 

their own fruits and vegetables at 
home, allowing them to sustainably 

OUR IMPACT

OUR SERVICES
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ABOUT THE 
HANDA MEDICAL 
CENTER

By providing a high-quality general 

while at the same time helping the 
 

 

powered by an array of solar panels 

OUR MISSION
THE HMC HAS A THREE-FOLD MISSION:

-

OUR SERVICES

OUR IMPACT
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ABOUT THE 
HANDA TRAUMA CENTER
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PACTOUR THE HANDA FOUNDATION’S UNDERLYING GOAL IS TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE OF 
CAMBODIA AND TO SUPPORT THEIR RECOVERY FROM DECADES OF WAR. 

This is also the driving force behind the Handa Medical Center and the Handa Trauma Center. The impact of these programs can 
be measured by both the total quantity of patients cared for (as shown in the graph below), as well as the hundreds of healthcare 
professionals who have been trained at these facilities over the past 20 years.Doing Our 

Part To Be 
Green!
In 2017, a professional golfer named Padraig Harrington 
agreed to donate the components required to assemble 
a renewable energy system to power the buildings of 
the Handa Medical Center. The panels were installed on 
top of three different buildings. In addition to helping the 
environment, they also create a good deal of savings.

The annual savings now being realized by the Padraig 
Harrington Renewable Energy System allow The  Handa 
Foundation to provide free medical care to about 500 
additional patients per year. The system is expected to 

during this period will be the provision of additional free 
health care for about 7,500 people.

Our Sincere thanks to the Padraig Harrington Charitable 
Foundation!

• The Handa Medical Center provides a variety of affordable medical services to the general population.

• The Mobile Clinic at the Handa Trauma Center provides free primary medical care to  people living in remote provinces.

• The Handa Trauma Center provides free trauma care to patients who cannot afford to pay. 77% of the patients are treated for 
closed fractures, burns, cuts and abrasions and 23% of the patients have major orthopedic surgeries of all types.

Mobile Clinic to Remote Provinces

Patients Served Each Year - 1998 to 2022

1998

50,000

37,500

25,000

12,500

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

Handa Trauma Center Handa Medical CenterOUR THANKS TO:

Professional Golfer Padraig Harrington, 
Executive Director Kevin O’Brien 
and former Taoiseach Enda Kenny.
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OUR PARTNERSHIPS 
& EVENTS

BECAUSE OF THESE PARTNERSHIPS YOUNG 
MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS ARE ABLE TO:

• DEVELOP HIGH-QUALITY CLINICAL SKILLS
• PURSUE CONTINUING EDUCATION
• WIN SCHOLARSHIPS AND JOIN EXCHANGE 

PROGRAMS

AND PEOPLE FROM UNDERPRIVILEDGED 
COMMUNITIES ARE ABLE TO RECEIVE:

• FREE LIFE-SAVING HEALTH CARE SERVICES
• FREE PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT FOR 

ADOLESCENTS
• FREE USE OF THE ISPS HANDA SPORTS 

FACILITY

OUR PARTNERSHIPS INCLUDE:

HANDA GLOBAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM IN LONDON, 
ENGLAND 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY IN CALIFORNIA, USA

SENTEBALE CHARITY IN LESOTHO 

MICHAEL BOLTON

PGA USA
CURTIN UNIVERSITY IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

HANDA NURSING SCHOOL IN VIENTIANE, LAOS

ISPS HANDA SPORTS CENTER IN BATTAMBANG, 
CAMBODIA



thehandafoundation.org




